Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 053152 
ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 SIG-01 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
L-03 DODE-OO INR-07 CIAE-00 OMB-01 PRS-01 /052 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/PAN:JPBECKER:LKB 
APPROVED BY ARA:CBRAY 
ARA/PAN :RRWYROU GH 
S/AB :EBUNKER 
S/AB : SMLIN OWITZ 
ARA/CEN:GGUERRA (DRAFT) 

101604Z 107571 /50L 

P 101456Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MANAGUA PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

S E C R E T STATE 053152 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS AND THIRD PARTY 
INTERVENTION 
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1 . EMBASSY INQUIRED IN FINAL PARA REFTEL WHETHER DEPART- 
MENT'S SUGGESTION IN STATE 27594 (THAT THIRD PARTIES 
MODERATE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS) WAS 
INTENDED TO BE "PART OF OR A PR FT, I IDF, TO A MORE GENERAL 
POLICY OPPOSING THIRD PARTY INTERVENTION AND EFFORTS TO 
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INTERNATIONALIZE BILATERAL CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES". 

2. DEPARTMENT'S OBJECTIVE AT THIS STAGE OF NEGOTIATIONS 
IS TO AVOID A PUBLIC CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND LATIN AMERICA ON THE PANAMA ISSUE, WHILE LEAVING 
THE DOOR OPEN FOR BOTH NEGOTIATING PARTNERS TO CONSULT WITH 
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LATIN AMERICAN STATES AND TO HEAR THE REAL CONCERNS OF 
THOSE COUNTRIES. 

3. STATE 27594 WAS INTENDED TO APPLY ONLY TO THE HANDLING 
OF THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS AND NOT TO PRESAGE A NEW DEPAR- 
TURE IN THE CONDUCT OF U.S. RELATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA. 
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